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In Inherit the Earth? Barbara Butler, Executive 
Secretary of Christians Aware, considers the 
bold aspirations for the future outlined at the 
beginning of the 21st century by the United 
Nations – the vision of a better future for 
the developing world, formulated as the the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 

Undoubtedly the MDGs have helped to lift 
millions of people out of poverty, save lives and 
ensure that children attend school. They have 
reduced maternal deaths, expanded opportunities 
for women, increased access to clean water and 
freed many people from deadly and debilitating 
disease. Much was promised. Many promises 
made, however, have not been kept. 

The original goal for the achievement of the 
MDGs was 2015, yet as that year looms before 
us, it is increasingly clear that there is still a long 
way to go. Undaunted and writing from her own 
Christian perspective, Barbara Butler also uses 
stories, poems, images and points of reflection 
from other world faiths to urge us not to become 
complacent in our efforts to bring the ideals of 
the MDGs to fruition.

‘This book brings out the great work which has 

been done towards reaching the United Nations 

Millennium Development Goals, but it also raises 

many areas of concern and the need for future 

work beyond 2015 in every area. It is worrying that 

Goal Three, to achieve gender equality, is probably 

the least successful goal. There is a desperate need 

for us all to tackle this goal and to go beyond it to 

enter hidden and hard to measure areas. Our future 

work calls for respect and listening to the voice of 

materially poor people, who have so much to give. 

The campaign Beyond 2015 begins here.’

Archbishop Desmond Tutu
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‘This book brings out the 
great work which has been 
done towards reaching the 
United Nations Millennium 
Development Goals, but it 
also raises many areas of 
concern and the need for 
future work beyond 2015 
in every area. It is worrying 
that Goal Three, to achieve 
gender equality, is probably 
the least successful goal. 
There is a desperate need 
for us all to tackle this 
goal and to go beyond it to 
enter hidden and hard to 
measure areas. Our future 
work calls for respect and 
listening to the voice of 
materially poor people, 
who have so much to give. 
The campaign Beyond 
2015 begins here.’
Archbishop Desmond Tutu
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